10 GOLORKD MEX

FREEDOM,
Protection, Pay, and a Call to Military Duty!

S
On the 1st day of January, 1863, the President of the United States proclaimed Free-
pox to over Treee Mrrrions or Staves. This decree is to be enforced by all the power of
the Nation. On the 21st of July last he issued the following order:

PROTECTION OF COLORED TROOPS.

“WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Wassingron, Jaly 21.

“ General Order, No. 233.
“The following order of the President is published for thre "nformati~n 1nd government of all concerned :—
EXECUTIVE MANSION, Wasuinaron, July 80.

¢4t is the duty of every Government to give prolection to la citizens, of whatever class, color, or condition, and especially to
those who are daly organized as soldiers in the pablic service. Tbe law of nations, and the usages aod customs of war, as carried oa
by civilized powers, permit no distinction as to color in the treatment of prisoners of war as public enemies. To sell or enslave any
captured person on account of his oolor, is a relapse into barbarism, aod a crime against the cirilization of the age.

¢« The Government of the United States will give the same protection to all jts soldiers, and if the enemy shall sell or epslave any
one because of his color, the offense shall be panished by retalintion wpon the enemy's prisovers in our p i It is, theref
ordered, for every soldier of the United States, killed in violation of the laws of war, & rebel soldier shall be executed ; and for every”
one ensisved by the enemy, or sold into slavery, a rebel soldier shall be placed at bard labor on the public works, and continued at such

labor until the other shell be released and receive the treatment due to pris~oers of war.
‘" ABRAHAM LINOOLN.”’

¢« By order of the Secretary of War.
¢“E. D. Townsswp, Assistant Adjutant Genersl.”’

That the President is in earnest the rebels soon began to find out, as witness the follow-
ing order from his Secretary of War:
“WAR DEPARTXENT, Wagmixaron Crrv, Aagust 8, 1883,

“gm: Your letter of the 3d inst., calling the attention of this Department to the cases of Orin H. Brown, William H. Jobnston,
a0d W Wilsou, three colored men captured on the guuboat Issac Smith, bas received consideration. Tbis Department bas directed
that three rebel prisoners of Scath Carolina, if there be any such in our possession, and if not, three others, be confined in close cwdy-
and beld as bostages for Brown, Johnston and Wilson, and that the fact be commanioated to the rebel authorities at Richmoond.

* Yery respectfully your obedient servaat,
*“ EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War.

“ The Hon. G Wriees, B y of the Navy.”
And retalistion will be our practice now—man for man—to the bitter end.

Wriktn wich refereass (o (8 Convontion held at Foughkoopale, Saly 16k snd 163, 1863, to promote Colored Enlistments.
BOSTON, July 13th, 1843,
d from colored men any patriotic service. Such servios is the retern for

= 1 dosbt If, in times past, our conntry could have exp
protection. Bst pow that protection has begun, the service should begin aiso. Nor shoald relative rights and duties be eighed with
nisety. nbwmwmry,uwnduhnhnmndjdu,n&nhenmleohdmmonglk“n‘on'

“If my counsals should resch such persops, I would my: enlist ot omoe. Now is the day and now is the hour. Help 80 overcome
mqﬂﬂniumhﬂlhglﬂiﬂywmﬁ'],ndlnthbnyyuvmnnlyovumtbmothucun!-hrdly loms oreel
Bere at home, who will still sesk 60 degrade you. This is not the time to besitate or 0 higgla, Do your duty to our country -dy-;

will set an example of geneross sell-secrifice whioh will conquer prejudios and opez all bearts.
“ Very fatshfully yours, “CHARLES SUMNER”

Document 1.17 Circular: *To Colored Men! Freedom..." A recruiting poster
for black soldiers in the Civil War, ca. 1862. [National Archives]
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Black volunteers ,

ThiE GOVERNMENT TOOK A CENSUS the year before the Civil War. It

showed there were fewer than 500,000 “free Negroes” in the United |
Emessenermr States. But there were almost 4 million blacks held in slavery. After the |
Now 1s your Timg;  Wwar started, the U.S. Congress did not allow free blacks or escaped :
oo '“”’f;ﬂ:’: slaves to join the Union army. Then President Lincoln issued his final g
T Board o Frosblders ( Buitg® & £y acipation Proclamation in January, 1863. The decree stated that all

be considered free. This

$200 SASTE" $200  slaves living in Confederate states were to
aw allowing black men to
here were close to 200,000 {

sowmm  document encouraged Congress to pass a |
blacks serving in the Northern army and navy. These men were paid
iforms and poor

volunteer for Union military service. Soon t

A CALL TO ARMS

e less than white soldiers and were often given worn umn

elinteors but notall of themhad  €quipment. They could not become officers. If they were captured,

large black populations. Posters  they were shot or enslaved. However, these risks did not stop black (

were displayed throughout whole . 1 ¢ ~ :
Eour;{ties in hopes of raising a full ~ en from taking part combat. Several black soldiers won the
SHEfsA-man company. Union’s highest award for bravery, the Medal of Honor.

FIGHTING MEN
Some prejudiced Northerners believed that black
volunteers could do heavy labor and small tasks in the
army, but they were not sure these volunteers would
fight. When given the chance, though, black fighting
men proved their bravery in combat. Many posed for
photographs like this one, demonstrating that they had
combat training and fighting skills.
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FLAGS FOR A BLACK REGIMENT
Black regiments were called U.S. Colored Troops, or U.S.C.T. for short. When they were
presented with flags to carry off to war, there was often a large ceremony. Here, the men of
ront of a cheering New York City crowd in 1864. These

the 20th U.S.C.T. are given flags in fron )
When regiments returned from the war, their flags were

£ honor by the state and federal governments.

were proud patriotic moments.
displayed in places o

A REJECTED VOLUNTEER

Attitudes about race were not the same

all over the South. In lower Louisiana,

for instance, there had been a tradition

of black military service already. Free

black volunteers had fought to defend -

the city of New Orleans during the

W War of 1812. When the Civil War broke
. out, free New Orleans blacks raised

A SLAVE HERO

Robert Smalls was a slave who worked

around Confederate Navy vessels in

Charleston, South Carolina. One day he

hijacked a ship loaded with new
Confederate cannons. Also onboard
were Smalls’s wife and children, as
well as several slave friends and their

families. Smalls turned the Southern
ship and its cargo of guns over fo the the Louisiana Native Guards r ]
Union navy and was rewarded. He, and volunteered to defend their city '
| his family, and the others were also once again. Some, like this regiment
freed from slavery. Smalls’s act of member, even had their photographs ;
,rine made him famous in the North. taken in uniform. But the | :
» the war, he was elected to of the k
S. House of Representatives. This its racial
the Native

from the postwar years.



