AVID 9 Curriculum Design Template
Alexandria City Public Schools

	
	Unit 2
Tutorial Revised
(10 days- Inquiry)

In this unit, students will deepen their understanding of high level question, critique information, and evaluate question development as it relates to tutorials and general inquiry regarding subject area material.  Students will be expected to refine their roles in the tutorial process, explain thinking process that assisted in clarification, and focus on drawing connections between sources and student thinking.



	Stage One: Desired Results

	
	Unit 2 AVID Standards 
Inquiry
A. Costa's Levels of Thinking 

1. Use Costa's Levels of Thinking words in assignments, discussions and notes 

2. Focus on drawing connections between ideas, using compare and contrast questions, and overall creating higher level questioning.
B. Tutorials 

1. Refine collaborative tutorial skills through tutor-led discussions following tutorial sessions 

2. Student presenter initiates the discussion by explaining the question (what strategies have been previously attempted and where they became confused in answering the question) 

3. Utilize resources (such as Cornell notes and textbook) to gather information 

	
	Unit Transfer Goals
· Understand the importance of having good note taking skills
· Utilize “marking the text” strategies in order to understand and analyze specific text related to content area 

· Reflect on your learning and ask clarifying questions
· Develop high level questioning skills



	
	Unit Essential Questions
· How can asking high level questions lead to critical thinking?
· How can marking the text, chunking ideas, and going beyond the text to make connections lead to thought provoking discussion?

	
	Unit Declarative and Procedural Knowledge Objectives
1. Three Story House Diagram: Costa’s Levels of Thinking
2. Chart: Bloom’s Levels of Questioning 
3. Identify words that create high level questions 
4. SMART goal creation using GPA (Goal, Plan, Action) worksheet to address what students can do to meet individual academic goals. 

	Stage Two: Assessment Evidence

	
	Unit Diagnostic/Pre-Assessment

1. Complete a 5-7 Quick write which helps lead to the definition of Community Service and how it relates to the student’s role in the service. 
2. Students share out their definition from the Quick write, compare their definition to the definition given and relate the two. 
3. Reread “Does Helping Out Help You?” article; create level two questions for each paragraph numbered. Write the questions in the margin next to the paragraph.

	
	Unit Formative Assessment Strategies
· Cornell Note Check (weekly)
· TRF Check (daily)

	
	Unit Transfer Task
AVID Center has recently revised the tutorial process to include some updates and slight modifications in the 10-Step Tutorial process.  The curriculum writers from AVID are looking for feedback about the process and how tutors and students are adjusting to the revisions.  You have been asked to serve on the AVID Center Curriculum Review Panel for your school.  Your task is to observe an AVID Tutorial and write a review for submission to AVID Center about the group’s performance during the revised 10-Step process.  
. 

	Stage Three: Unit Learning Plan



	
	Introducing Desired Results and Activator Activities
· Students will engage in a Socratic Seminar utilizing the given article, “Does Helping Out Help You?” 

· Students will create level two questions from the article by rereading the text and analyzing specific points that they have marked on the text (paragraph numbering, highlighting key terms, underlining main points). 

· The information gathered from marking the text and the creation of level 2 questions is meant to create a thought-provoking discussion about the given article. 

· Students will be able to state their ideas and opinions and/or compare and contrast the information given in the article during the Socratic Seminar. 

· Students will use the Socratic Seminar to teach students how to ask high level questions, have meaningful dialogue, critically think about specific topics or subject, and work together collaboratively.
· Students will share and review Socratic Seminar rules and rubric so that students understand the purpose behind the assessment.
· Students will discuss how they graded themselves using the Socratic Seminar rubric and why they gave themselves that score. Students will score the overall Socratic Seminar, not just their own participation.


	
	Moving Students Along a Learning Continuum

(with Gradual Release of Responsibility)
1. Have students review the “I” in WICOR and have a discussion about what it means to ask questions and why it is important to ask questions.
2. Review the importance of a Socratic Seminar and how it promotes critical thinking.

3. Explain to students that they will need to review Bloom’s Level of Questioning when necessary to help with question development. 
4. Explain to students that they will need to review Costa’s Level Thinking.
5. Explain to the students that they will need to review their SMART goals and monitor their own academic progress after each quarter.  

6. Students will make changes to their goals according to their academic success. 
7. Reteach the tutorial process by using the tutorology video.  

	
	Differentiating Student Learning Tasks Based upon Ongoing Data Analysis and Feedback
Additional resources: 

Cornell Way Process Video (avid.org)
Strategies for Success Teacher Guide, Tutorial Guide
Tutorial Guide for Tutors
30 second speech prompts
http//www.oma.ku.edu/soar/smartgoals.pdf for SMART GOAL writing



	
	Preparing Students for the Unit Transfer Task
· Provide examples of TRF’s that are complete and incomplete

·  Review SMART goals so students are clear about each part of the goal and how it relates to the transfer task

· Model the tutorial process using the mock tutorials to allow students to ask questions. 
· Review the Transfer Task rubric and checklist, have students highlight the key parts for achieving a “4.”


