
Discussion Sentence Starters 
I want to… 

 

Make a 
prediction 

• Based on…, I infer that… 
• I hypothesize that… 

 

Ask for 
clarification 

• Will you explain that again? 
• How did you find your 

answer? 

 

Solicit a 
response 

• Do you agree? 
• We haven’t heard from you 

yet.  What do you do you 
think? 

 

Make an 
affirmation 

• I hadn’t thought of that.  
• I see what you mean. 

 

Disagree • I see it another way. 
• I don’t agree with you 

because… 
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Discussion Sentence Starters 
I want to… 

 

Report a 
partner’s 
idea 

• _______ concluded that… 
• _______ emphasized that… 

 

Express an 
opinion 

• Based on my experience, I 
think… 

• According to my 
experience… 

 

Paraphrase • What I hear you saying is… 
• In other words, you think… 

 

Hold the 
Floor 

• If I could finish my 
thought… 

• What I was trying to say 
was… 
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